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Freedom of Information Request 
 
Please find below the response to your recent Freedom of Information request. 
 
Request / Response: 
 
I’m looking into plans that are being drawn up to deal with this year’s winter 
pressures – specifically those that will affect general practice. 

I wondered if you could share your CCG’s proposals for this year? For example, any 
additional funding for GPs, additional GP appointments/home visits being 
commissioned, and contingency plans for dealing with the ongoing flu vaccination 
supply problems – as well as a potential flu outbreak, bearing in mind last year’s? 

Knowsley CCG has not committed additional winter pressure funding for 2018/19 
direct to practices because it already commissions additional capacity during the 
hours of 8am-6.30pm and also has in place a extended access service. In addition to 
this and the core component of the Extended Access Service, there are other 
components that include home visits, including those that may result from telephone 
triage of NHS111 calls and the North West Ambulance Service.  

In respect of the Flu Vaccination programme, the CCG is following national guidance 
and work has been undertaken at a local level to mitigate against a potential shortfall 
of the Trivalent aTIV vaccine for the over 65 cohort. Due to a staggered delivery of 
aTIV, practices have been asked to prioritise populations groups which may be at an 
increased risk of early or severe flu infection and complications. Local pharmacies 
have also been supporting vaccination. There are no current issues for patients not 
being able to access the recommended vaccines. 
 
In respect of Flu outbreaks, the CCG will follow national guidance from Public Health 
England for the treatment and prophylaxis of seasonal influenza in accordance with the 

NICE guidelines for the prescribing of antiviral medications for influenza, and including the 
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management of flu outbreaks in schools. Work has also been undertaken locally to 
ensure access to antiviral medications in care homes in the case of outbreaks.  The 
CCG has commissioned a provider for the assessment and prescribing of  antiviral 
drugs for influenza like illness (ILI) in care homes for both in-hours and out-of-hours 
for the 2018/19 Flu season  
 

It would also be great if you could say how much of this year’s £10m winter 
indemnity fund for GPs has been allocated to GP practices under your CCG? (Plus 
the associated extra shifts during extended hours, out-of-hours and unscheduled 
care sessions that are being planned.) 

The CCG does not hold information for expenditure against the Winter Indemnity 
Fund you would need to contact NHSE or practices. 
 

Could you also say how much money your CCG received out of last year’s £10m 
winter indemnity fund – and how much the CCG actually ended up spending out of 
that allocation of funding? 

Winter indemnity funding is managed by NHS England, not CCGs, and therefore the 
CCG does not hold information for expenditure against the Winter Indemnity Fund.  
 


